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MY LORD, 


2» Monglt the weighty Afﬀairs of this Nation, 
7, which your Lordſhiplike another Aclas , hath 
hitherto ſo happily ſet your Shoulder to; the 
indulgent care you have always had, to favour 
tender conſciences , hath always bzen moſt 
2B Glorious and Remarkable. From thence, My 
& Lord, Ihave taken confidence , amidſt the 
#3 , Crowd of thoſe many other cares that oppreſſe 
you , to offer to your Lo:dthip ſomething , 
though it be but the poor oblation of Yrrg!ls Shepheard, Mitia Poma 
& Caſtaneas Nuces, in th2 b2half of that poor, diftreſs'd, and 
almoſt deptor'd Party amoneſt us , who have for theſe laſt hundred 
years'; layn under a more bloody- and inhumane perſzcution, than 
ever before was hard of amongſt Chriſtians. And- becauſe that buil- 
ding is perpetual, where the Lord layeth the Foundation, your Lord- 
ſhip cannot do a more Charitable and Heroical AR, then to be in ſome 
ſort, a Mecenas to that Religion, and to Sollicit his Sacred Majefty, 
and the preſent Parliament, for a fair Liberty at leaſt , if not privi- 
ledge for it ; and that His Majeſty like another Cyr, may be pleaſed 
to procure that ſrael may return, and build up their Temple ; ſo ſhall 
they be obliged to pray for the Life of our Cyr#s , aad to write His 
A 2 | Majeſties 
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[2] 
Majeſties name, upon thir Altars and Church Dores, and that Des 
lhe: Orig Felt. capa tote EE EESSN 

It is nota mote common than true Rule, 1'm ſure ir ſeldome fails, 
that Malws Crſtos dinturnitatis Mets , and therefore Tacitus could 
got deſcribe the Tyranny of Trberix; , but he mutt declare the Marks 
and properties thereof , Vb: Delarorum eAmutoritas magna , leſe 
Majeſtatis crimen frequens objicitur , ac bont cujuſque virs invadends 
ac tollends pretextus eſt ; and he addeth , frequens accnſatio, & in 
quovis crimine adjunita de leſa Majeſtate Principis, Nothing ſhews 
more evidently when Authority inclinzs towards Tyranny , then the 
multitude of Promoters , Purſuivants, Catchpoles, continual infor- 
mations', and the name of Treaſon made as a Livery to put upon all 
offences , and rot eſſe delatores jn Repub. he makes. as a. certain Sym- 
ptome-, of a rliſeaſed and: a decaying State. Th former apes, Iam 
ture , thoſ were ever held to be the be(t , and moſt Godly Laws , 
that were leaſt Sanguinary , and yet maintained ordzr , all others 
were accounted but me2r Phalariſmes,and to bz leges Draconts. Seneca 
who liv'd under a Terrible Tyrant, found by expertence, that frequens 
Vindicta paucorum odium reprimit , omnium irritat , often punith- 
ments provoke more ill blood then they ſuppreſs : which may be an 
Error , ſo as a general Rule, to which thre may be too much excep- 
tion ; but this I am ſur2.is notorious , and an undoubted Soleciſme in 
Statz , to punith molt crimes with the penalty of Treaſon. Ultima 
ſupplicia [mpp liciis ultimis ponat , ns nemo pereat , niſs quem perire 
etiams perenntss interſit , in g00d Government indeed , none ſhould 

- Seen... 0 out to death, but ſuch whole own very interett itis , ſo to be put 

26. to death. The Speech of Abner to Joabis hugely remarkable to this 
purpoſe; Nam uſque ad internecionens hujus Mucro deſeviet ? 
au iguoras quod periculoſa eſt deſperatio? wſg, quo non dicis populo 
ut onitrat perſequs fratres ſues? Shall the Sword devour for ever ? 
Know'lt thou not, that itis not & little dangerous to force a deſpe- 
ration? How. lone {hall it be then ere thou bid the people return 
from perſecuting of their Brethren > It is both good connſel and 
g00d example, Germanicus is noted to have wert when he ſaw 
the ſlaughter. of the Souldiers of the Legrovs that mutiny'd, or 
HMedicinans illaws, ſed Cladem apjellavit , and call'dit not a Me- 
dicine but a Maffacre, Nor can I think that all pity dy'd with 
Germanicas, or that there are not many, nay moſt in England mov'd 
with the Butchery of ſome perſons hzre - mzerly. for their Faith, and 

- Profeſſion, though barbaroufly couch'd under the name of Treaſon. 

I knoy it is the property of Commilſeration , to be ter 
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wich the Calamity it ſeeth , than to examine the Cauſe which it ſeeth 
not; Yeomy onhycomforpis, xhatyour Lordſhip well offer the conſi- 
ceranion df theie thinps, to a/far groater Bniperour than Germances , 
and-a'Prince of much more eminently tender bowels of compaſ- 
fron. - So T ſhall be bold to urge one argument more for comm-' 
ſeration., from the example of a Pagan Prince -CMarcus eAwrelins; 
though the old} Law was ſtill in force, andfirietly obſerv'dat Rome, 
Dios peregrinos- ne colunts,' that no ftrange: Gods ſhould be wor- 
ſhipped, yet he permitted alwayes Toleratibn to Chrittians , as 


Terewlian aſſures us. Then Theodoſins and Gratian, the molt Chri- Tertul. 5x 
ftian Emperours , ere content to tolerate the eArrians, known 72%: cap. 


to: be th: moft real Enemies of : Chriſt. And Fofephins a Jew n 


noterh-of Omias Megalita, the ſame Permiflion , tocontinue Bro- 7oſeph. 
therhood'; ifor the ' Peace of the State. ' The Yexer:ans ſuffer the 4*t19. !. 
Jens- tolirecramorint them, as'the King bf Spaiz'did the Moors, +673. 


ill neceſſity forcedhim -to expel them. How much more reaſona- 
ble will icappear, to Toterate our Brethren of the Roman Catholick, 
Refioion , who are undeniably Fil Chrifts , Sons of Chriſt by the 
Mother Church ,- which-we in England ule to call the ſwrer fide; 
For it is a verity ugidoubtable.; ſo far asever I could find, that that 
Church-'was' forfnerly'the Reverend: Mother of all Chri/tiamſme , 
and the moſt ancient Law-maker, and Judge heretofore of all Reli- 
gions, | 
- Tt is a-molt falſe Propoſition, and proceeded doubtleſs from 
Gall and Spleen, *that Rywan Catholicks are altogether uniociable , 
and that they cannot live with us, nor any ſort of Proteſtants , 1n 
one Kingdome or Common-wealth , withour Jars and Tumults ; 
and laftly, which is even out onely to breed an exulceration in the 
hearts of the people ,. againft thoſe of that Religion, they affirm , 
that to oive th2 leaſt comivance to them, is a fin no leſs than dam- 
nable. This I know is blowndaily from the mad , turbulent , -pre- 
fimptuonus Pulpits of ſome Presbyterians; who indeed ,"if any Chri- 
ſhans are juſtly to fl! under-'that cenſure , ſhould nor. themſelves 
have Toſeration any where ; whoſe Phrenetical, giddy zeal, will be 
confin'd within no arcle of order, but ever contemning all 'Law and 
Law-givers , endevour to domineer , and rule as Tranſcendents over 
all 'X?»gs-, States', Princes'and People in the world. But I hope 
thele fery Confiderations following, may qualifie little , if not cool 
the Extravagintt heat of fuch- indiſcreet and hair-bram'd-zelots , and 
_ their weak, and truly unchriſtian ſuppoſition of incompati- 
+4 And 
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- Andfirſt, if we look back to former ages , we ſhall find, that 
from the Saxons to King Edward the Sixth , tobe a Roman Catholick, 
was never any Bar to Loyalty, or Obedience to Civil Government. 
Nor can any man deny , but that France, - Spain, Italy , the Empire 
and Poland, have ever accounted, - and: do (till, him as the beſt 
affeted Subjet , and leaſt dangerous to the Civil State, who is the 
belt affected to that Religion ;. and certainly, if to be a Roman Catho- 
lick,, did ever breed or engznd:r any | tuch ill blood in the Body 
Politick, or ſecret infection of Diſloyalty , as theſe men would faim 
perſivade the world it does ; and fo mutt be in regard of the State , 
malum aliquod. in ſe , and naturally ; thenupon the general tryal of 


ſo many Nations, and in ſo many Ages ,, it would have been ſure diſ-' 


cover'd, and dete&ed of that noxious:imperfeRgion, yhrch it never has 
before ſtood charged withal , neither in all thoſe-forraign Countreys, 
nor as hzretofore , ſo not at any time fince, in Ergland: Nay, to 
the eternal glory of that truly Noble and Honorable Party , and con- 
fufion. of all their Adverſaries, .I dare ſay ,; that there 1s not. one 
perſo:1 of conſideration amoag them all tobe foynd out , -that was 
at th: ſame time a Roman Catholick,, and infarms againit his Majeſty 
thatnow is, or His moſt glorious: Father. -, Hut gn-the* contrary ,, 1t 


is plain, that they did all expoſe themſelves, therr lives, fortunes, and. 


families in His Majeſties Service, to as much hazard as any whoſoere 
they were in Ergland ; nay, for. the preſervation of thoie very 
Lays , by the force of which, they were to fuffer a moſt ſavage per- 

ſecution. , rg op eoapt - +! 
But yet the Antagonilts of this moſt Rational and Chriſtian Liberty 
defired fur thoſe excellent perſons, I fear will hardly yet reſt ſatisfied 
for they ſtand ſo high in their own confiſtories , and yet higher in their 
own opinions , that nothing but miracle can be thought capable to 
abate the . Edge of their moſt phrenetick , fury. tioweyer they 
may pleaſe to remember, chacun a ſox Tour , nor can they I am 
ſure forget , hovy that from the Time of King Herry the Eighth, - and 
ſince him, Religion has had its changes , and what Go pleaſeth to 
determine , man mult ob2y : they that are now in Gloria Patri, may 
be hereafter ſicut erat in Principio : they ought therefore to live, and 
to continue with all men in Chriſtian charity and amity , and notfor- 
oet, that the bonds of religious Unity, are:{o-to be trenghtned, as that 
the bonds of humane Society be. not diſſolved, , At Hieruſalem ip; 
the time of our Saviour Chrilt , there were two Sets much:different 
in Religion, and yet did live ſociably together, and without offence 
| ro 
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to Church or State , which were the Phariſes and thz Sadduces : and 


they were not only, not mewrof 'one Religion; and to differing only 
im Rites and Orders , bat th2y- were men-of 'very dppolite per- 
fvafions , and in main fundamentals too.” -No man I believe will 
doubt, but that the Sadwuces were notorious Hereticks ' for they 
deny'd the Reſurrection of the Dead, and the Immortality of the 
Soul ( an Article of our Belief, and the Foundation of all our _—__ 
and Faith : ) that there was a fierce oppoſition between them and 

Phariſes , 1sevident by that in the Atts,- Exmurgens Pontifex Cr ons- 
nes Saducei qui cum eoeran , Fe. Thenthe High Prieſt roſe up, and 
all they that were with him , which is the Seft of the  Saduces , &Cc. 
and again, Sciens Paulus quod una pars eſſet Saduceorum, altera Phart- 
ſeorum exclamavit, &c. But when Paul perceived that the one 
part-were Sadxces, and the other Phariſees, &c. Thus it is plain, 
that theſe parties were ſufficiently oppoſite, and did often contradit 
one another ; the Sadxces maintained the Temple of Geriz:z, and 
agreed with the Samaritans to ſacrifice there, contrary to the Law , 
and to the prejudice of .the Temple at Hierſalem. The people 


AA. F. 


AR. 23, 


follow'd the Phariſees, the Scribes and Elders applauded the Sadwces , Segon, de 
and both were Hereſies , as S:gomus and Eprphanizs do molt clearly Republic. 


reftify , and yer all that City was divided into theſe two Sedts , in the Hebree. 
time of Herodes Antippus, as Joſephs aſſures us, and yet did they live }; o bj 


very quietly together as to the Civil Government, without Diicord, j"," . 1x, 
Riots, or Tumults. To come home to-our later Times, we may Foſeph. /. 


begin with Sw:ſſerland ; and though Zaizglins was a rough , violent, 
and (editious fellow , and by arms ſought to compel the tive Pages to 
the Religion of ' Bern and Zurich , yerby agrezmnt all was pacift'd , 
and to this day they have their particular Churches in their ſeveral 
Towns, and maintain their mutual Liberties, the Common-wealth of 
the Cartons , all Contributions, Confederations , Traffick , and So- 
ciety togethzr , and ſometime przach , nay communicat2 like 200d 
fellows, in the ſame Churches and Pulpits. To paſs over Swevia , 
and the Lower Provinces of Germany ( wherz though Lutheraniſme 

efore and Calviniſme ſince hath very much prevailed) thoſe Roman 
Catholicks yet that are, remain undiſturb'd. The famous Kingdom: of 
Poland, and th: Empirz of © Muſco, have thought it neceflary to 
ſuffer the Religious YV7ied in their Dominions and Countreys , 
= to take away all Domeſtical quarrels , and by a general umty 
( aa brazen wall ) to fortifie themſelves againſt th: common Enemy 
of Chriftendome, thz Turk, And ſhall England now ſo far degenerate 


from its ancient glory & vertye,as to go to ſchool for civility to a boy 
- Swiſs, 


18, Antiq» 


Dyeſſerns, 


C.7. 
Poploneir 
lt. 18, 
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Swiſs, or Sivintſh debauch'd Dutchman? Shaw more Barbariſme than a 
eMuſcovitt,ar moreunnaturalneis thana Polomgn 2 wha reſerve the = 


blood of their Neighbours,to be ſhed with Honour in the Field againſt 
their common Enemies, rather then by Tyranny at home , to weaken 
their own body; Germany alio may be a tuſficient example, "that fuch 
a toleration is moſt expedient , and that .it is both poſſible and 
faifible , that rwo., or more different religions, may live together in 
peace. .. Let theſe Confiſtorians call tomind , how quietly the, Kawas 
Cathelicks have ſuffered, and convert with the Lutherans, and them- 
ſelves lately ſprungup there ( for above a hundred years together ) 
tilthey with the Swedes were pleas'd to diſturb their own peace, and 
the Tranquillity of that moſt beautiful Exzpere. An iure Cbarls the 
Fifth, and Ferd. ard who indulg'd ſo much liberty to thaſe Religians, 


* asthey were great and wiſe Princes , ſo. were: they as. provident like- 


wiſe, and merciful. Their ground ' too was the ſame with qurs , 
Selus Populi ſuprems lex eſta, the peoples Safety ought to be the 
Supream Law , and therefore they ordered , tiat Caveret wtragque 
pars, ne in ſuis donunits guemguam ad ſus religionis profeſſionem cagat , 
ant revacet , amt depellat contra ipſins conſcientian, a religiane quans 
proficetur. So faith Dreſſerns , that bath tides ſhould beware of, for- 
cing any man to his: Religion , of recalling, or driving any man 
; his conſcience from the Rehigion taat he profeſſeth : .and 
cerwards confidently adds againſt te that are fo. preciſely ſcrupu- 
loous, Nec hic metua corwna reprehenſionem., que prutant xox ms unam 
Rgligioners tolerandans , Nor tear I at all their dupleaſure, will 
think that there ought to be but one Relicion tolzratzd, for conſcience 
cannot becompell'd, it may þz periyvaded. But that I may not be 
tedious,F ſhall conclude all my Inſtances with the fair and popniheng 
Kingdom. of Fraxce. How often and how mercifully xd the Frexc 
Kings granttheir Edits of Pacification ? and to what conditions were 
they contented to deſcend, only to preſerve Life and avoid Bloodthed 
of their people ? Witneſſe the old Articles of Peace granted for the 
Liberty of conſcience,ſet down by £4 Yall and divers others, wherein 
—_— a general freedome to preach in all parts of Fraxce , &c; 
yet theſe were Hugnenots ; men of the Canſiſtoriaz Religuos , 
Fatious, Boutefeus, and in truth, the very ſhame of Proteſtauc 
Religion. Vet would the poor Reman Catholicks of England, be right 
ofad to participate a ſhare of ſuch Graces, as they enjoy there , 
ouch there is no wiſe man ſure , but muſt think that they deſerve 
them much better, They poor Souls , with prayers and tears do oo: 


for there is no War ſo paſſtonate , as the War of Conſcience. The- 


C7] 
ou daily to His Majefty and the Parliament for ſuch a Liberty : 
e in Fraxce were always ſtriving to wreſt it by Force , and the 

bloo..y violence of a Presbyterian Spirit. They again hada Rochel , 
a Montanban, or a Montpelier for their refuge ; theſe in England, 
had no other retreat but the Gatehouſe , the Fleet , or Newgvte. For 
theſe in Eglard, all Princes and States have long interceded, and 
do'{till ; They in France had never any other Intercefſour,. but their 
own Arms for them. Now to conclude all , ſeeing the great Twrk 
permitteth Chriſtians to live freely in his Dominions , ſeeing the Pre- 
fident and Example of th greateſt Princes and States in Exrope doth 
et it forward, the poor Roman C atholicks in England, hope they ſhall 
notfar. the worie , for their patience and obedience, which deſerveth 
more. Theic only ambition is to be accounted good Servants to God, 
andLoyal Subjects to His Majeſty , and their only humble Suit to His 
Majeſty now is, Hanc animam concede mihi, tua cetera ſunts. Give 
them their Souls, great Sir, take you the reſt, 

Thus far under your Lordthips favour , I have been bold to pro- 
ceed in the behalf of the tender Conſciences of thoſe , who have 
ſuſfered moſt in that kind of any Chriſtians in the World ; but 
now tio Obje&ions ſeem to obſtruct all that has been hitherto ſpoken 
in the argument. And methinks at this Inſtant, I hear a wellmouth'd 
Presbyterian to open againſt th: Ramiſhand Spamſh Inquiſition, where 
o1ly this liberty 1s denyed ; and why ſhould they have Liberty them- 
ſelves, who will give none to others 2 To this I ſhall be bold to ob- 
viate , that there are but two ſorts of good Policy , in order to Relt- = 
gion. The one is to keep firm and falt to one Religion, where there 
15 but one ,, nor ever Tas Few. more ; and withall care to keep out 
all others, be they good or bad , this I fay in order to the Civil State, 
is a moſt neceſſary peice of Policy. For nothing embroyles a King- 
dome or State ſooner, than the Diverfities of Religions, eſpecially 1f 
ſome particular ones be forbidden. For the Prohibition of ſome , 
creates faction in the hearts of the ſuppreſt , unleſſe hindered by ver 
extraordinary grace , and faQtion ever pretends zeal of Spirit, whi 
if it become Conqueror ſhews no mercy , if ſubdued, no patience : 
however mutinous and a boutefeu, which join'd with the other two., 
callzd curioſity and ſmgularity, are the three furyes, that torment 
the World at this inſtant , that Tr:ceps Cerberus , that ſets open Hell 
gates, to fill the World with Impoſtors, Seducers, and Calummation. 
Now to Fa&tion and her adherents , Sedition 1s an unſeparable Com- 
Pamion , which ftreightways marryes it {elf to Schiſm , and thereupon 
It is, that all Magiſtrates and Laws are refifted, and that with violence, 


[8] 
Inquiſition therefore is politickly to be commended , for keeping 


Rrict Watch and Ward, yea with fire and Sword tokeep out all other 


Religions from thence , where there never was any other , then what 
they {till profeſſe. The ſecond good Policy in relation to Religion is , 


where by the negligence of Governours , or ſome other unhappineſs, 


ſeveral Religions have got footing , to give an equal liberty to all, 
as at preſent in the Low Countries, France, Germany ,' &c. Now 
this equality of liberty takes away all heart-burning, which other- 


wiſe would burſt forth into faction , and that into fedition, to the 


publick diſturbance. So it is plain, that it is the prohibition and 

erſecution of ſome one or tivo Religions , not the perſecution of all 
but one; or a umverial Toleration of all indifferently , that can 
offend a Kingdome ; and ſuch a Policy of a general liberty, were to 
be withed here amoneſt us , fince-we cannot have the other : For in 
very deed , it isaltogether as impoſſible to root out any one Religion 
by a perſecution, as to put out a fire by blowing of it. 


The next and greateſt obje&ion , that I muſt be bold under your 
Lorſhips Condudt , to encounter, looks very big upon me indeed , 
that it is not for theit Relivion, that Prieſts and their Entertainers 
die , but plain matter of Treaton. I muſt here. beſeech the Obje- 
&ors to. let us know , how it com:s to pals, that 1t ſhould be Treaſon 
to b2 a Prieſt , or Capital for a Gentleman to entertain ſuch a one in 
his houſe , to ſerve the neceſſities of his Coniciznce ? or who made tt 
ever tobeſo, either in this, or any other Countrey in the world , 

fore the time of Queen Elizabeth? Wheceby itis apparent-that 
it is not malnm in ſe, but quia prohibitum it muſt b2 ſo. And 
then to the amazement of the whole world , that Vocation muſt be 
made Treaſon , which was only wont here in Exglazd to fit in the 
Chair of Governmnt,and by whoſe Oracles and Decrees, the people 
of this Land, were onely wont to be directed both in (haxcery, 
Rells , and all Eccleſiaſtical ('ourts. It would be thought , I am 
confident, a very ſtrange thing , that any Parliament, ſhould make it 
to be Treaſon , for any man to wear a Barre-gown, or to be known 
to be a Graduate in that Profeſſion : Will it not be a more incredible 
thing to poſterity, that ſo wiſe a Natian as this, ſhould run counter to 
th2mſelves, all Lay and Reaſon , upon ſuch a ſuddain, as to make 
that Treaſon by A& of Parliament, which ſo generally , ſo _=_ 
tually , and fo anciently , hath been honour'd ,, and approved. by all 
Laws. Was not Prieſthood us'd and exerciſed by the Patriarchs under 
_ the Law of Nature ? Eftabliſh'd by Moyſes, and the Law, of God ? 
Continued yet inChriſt ,, who was himſelf a Prielt for ever , _ 
| e 


—— 


of death, yet they always ſtood ftedfaſt ts, and unmovable from their 
| . B 3 


[9] 
the order of Melchizedek? and never apparently repeal'd by him , 
or any new Decree under his Grace and the Goſpel. Was there ever 
any Nation. that had a Worſhip of a Deity , and acknowledg'd a 
God , without their Prieſt > By the Witdome of former Ages we find 
that Religion and Prieſthood ere ever taken to be like Hippocrates 
Twins, bornand bred, laughing and weeping , beginning and encing 
together , &c. And muſt this iacred Fun&tion now , that is acknoW- 
ledged and reverenced over all the world, by our Laws , that are 
unknown to all the World beſides, be made a peice of Treaſon, 
here> It is no wonder indeed , - if tuch new made Treaſons, as 
has ben afore cited out of 7 acitms , did prefage a fall , or diminu- 
tion of that Power , which made them to be ſo : and it is to be con- 
ceiv'd, that the Autpicious cepealing of ſuch, will foreſpeak aſwell 
th2 growing up of a moſt flouriſhing Empire. Over and above all 
this, it hs been ever. held againtt the Wiſdome and Policy of this 
Nation , to fetter themielves with too many ſhackles of Treaſon ; 
and therefore as 25. Edw. 3. at the petition of the Subjects, the 
King did declare and determine what ſhould be taken and judged for 
Trea:on, by the Common Lays of the Realm, fo 1. Hey. 4. c. 10. 
it was confirm'd and eltablithed , that nothing hereafter ſhould be 
Jjude'd Treaſon, otherwiſe than was expreis'd by that of Edw, 3. and 
though divers Attions were ſtrain'd up to Treaton for a time , which 
indeed were not ſo, nor within the lit of the x 5. of Edw. 3. as that 
of Hen. 6. thz taking and ſurprizing of perſons and goods in Wales , 
ſo to (tand for the ſpae of ſeven yeras only,and 8. of H.6. burning of 
houles,and 22. of Her. 8. poyſoning,&c. which of their own nature , 
and f1rnply were not Treaſon , and therefore had a limitation of time 


annexed to th:m: Yet prudently all ſuch former Aﬀts were repea- 


led and made voyd, 1. Edw. 6. for a more merciful and indifferent 
proceeding with Subje&s , that the Remedy might not prove more 
dangerous thin the Diſeaſe. And now muſt an eternal Treaſon be 
branded upon the facred'(t of Fun&ions ? and no leis than the moſt 
infamous and diſmal word invented, lik2 a Meds{a's face to terrifie. 
poor Chriſtians from their Con{ciences , Faith and Profeſſion ? Sed 
ſatins eſt pertranſire Calamitatem publicam. And yet the great and 
Chriſtian maonanmuty , that all th2 noble perſons of this perſivaſion , 
have always exprels'd, eſpecially in theſe late molt calamitous times 
of fiery tryal indeed, 1s not a little remarkable : when no day pre- 
ſented them leſs then moſt diſmal horrors, deſtrutions of themſelves, 
wives, children and families, and on every fide , moſt terrible images 


: Princt- 


[10] 


Principles of Religionz a very inconfiderable number of them farting | 


aſide like a broken boy z in lieu of every one of whom too, they-gor- 
into their Church, then in the midſt of all thzir miſeries , more = a 
thouſand ; ſo mightily does the barbarous and inhumane perſecution 
of any one party, encreale its number, Nor was their int:grity to 
Cod, and loyalty to Religion more obſervable, than their fidelity to 
His Majeſty, amidlt all the artifices, as well as menaces, of the moſt 
ſubril and nuſchievous Tyrants, that ever th2 earch bore, And why 
then (ſhould rot theſe moſt honorablz Perſons receive ſom2 Aﬀs of 
Grace and favour now , and with as much reaſon , as thole penalties 
were exercis'd upon them then in thoſe times , or impos'd upon them 
at firſt? Fer it is plain,that there was nothing bur fears and jelouſies that 
were the occaſions of their firſt infliction: Qreen El:zabeth having 
been declared, by three Popes ſucceſſively, and our own Acts of Parh- 
ament to be illegitimate ; and that great and molt incomparable per- 
fon, His Majeſtes great Grandmother , Mary Queen 'of Scots, and 
Dowager of France , ſtanding at that time in competition with her in 
the ee of th2 world , as thz juſt Heir of the Crown, who ( by the 
way, \as entirely a Roman Catholick,, and fo all that party then in 
Engl: nd, fell into ſuſpicion of an adherence too much to her intereſt; 
which to avoyd, was the grand reaſon, why this periecution of Reman 
Catholichshere in England was tirlt invented , and the ſuppreſſhon of 
the whole party endevoured by th2 Cecr/:an policy of thoſe times, and 
yet we never find that th? Roman Catholicks did then, or fince knit 
th2mſelves upon any account of diſturbance hre ; but on the con- 
trary we know that they have been alyays ready to aſſert His Majeſties 
Intereſt, not only againſt Rebels and Traitors at home (though to the 
ſupport of thoſe Laws, as aforeſaid , which have hitherto prov'd their 
particular ruin) but all enemies whatſoever abroad , even againtt the 
Pope himſelf or King of Spain, when His Majeſty ſhall fo pleaſe to 
command them , and ſo much Loyalty they have been always ready 
to ſwear to likewiſe, and ſtill are, and that the, Pope himſelf ſhall never 
be able to withdraw them from their Allegiance to His ſacred Ma- 
eſty. | 
; Now ſeeing that by His Majefties , and the Parliaments great care 
and prudence , there is a debate admitted for the regulation of thoſe 
ſcandalous Laws , and fince it is manifeſtly neceſlary , that as Sails , 
{o Laws are to be turn'd, and as occaſion , time, circumſtance, and 
reaſon of State ſhall dire& , either to be altered or revoked, and for- 
asmuch as it is plain , that upon worldly reſpe&s, thoſe Acts have 
paſs'd in former Parliaments., to try what operation and cure on 
wou 
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would work in the State, and if they prove fruitleffe Medicines,” or - 
as moſt emperical purgations , too violent (and fitter to kill then-ts 
Cure ) then to be repealed ;: for as they were made for the fears and 
jealoulies of thoſe times, 10 by the grace and mercy of theſe times , 
(when they are both prov'd to have been cauſeleſle) they may with 
honour be cancell'd, if His Majefty and the Parliament ſhall fo pleaſe; 
to whoſe gracious conſideration, 1 moſt humbly beſeech Your Lord- 
ſhip , to offer theſe few Lines ,” andas Petitions rather then reaſons, 
nor ſo much to arrogate juſtice, as to implore mercy , and-ſeet 
alſo that the Caſe of Q. El.;z. and His Majefty that now is, isfar 
different , your Lordſhip would be pleaſed to Petition His Majeſty 
for theſe poor troubled Souls, and procure a grace for them , [that 
was never denyed by any Chriſtian Kings or States to their Subjects, for 
occaſions of State , and to ſtop that unnatural iflue of blood , flow- 
ing from thoſe cruel Laws , and ſtay a little thoſe paſſronate humors , 
and malicious oppoſitions of ſuch , as are adverſaries to that Grace , 
and the Lord Almighty, who hath raited you, to enable you for ſo great 
a work. Your Lordthip and the Parliament, cannot but out of your 
great Wiſdomes have obſerv'd , that too ſevere a perſecution makes 
men deſperate , on coercet ſed provicat Viotentia , and too heavy a 
hand upon thoſe whom the Law caſts down, thews a will rather to 
oppreſle the offender , then to cure thz offence. * It is the: greateſt 
Honour to Kings , that their mercy like that ' of the Almighty , is 
more eminent then their juſtice , and that their Benches and: Courts , 
can witnefſe more compaſſion then Severity. For he that ſets open 
the Priſon Dores , in ſo wiſe and gracious a manner , meaneth not to- 
conquer the hearts and conſctences of his people by torments; but ts 
win them by mercy and ſiveetnefle. If the ancient Aphor:ſme of 
State be to be reſpected, it hath been ever in ſuch caſes, the Wiſdom 
of thz greateſt Princes , Pwmre raro to pumith but ſeldome, it was 
aſcribed as a Title of Honour to Auguſtus (afar, nmquanm civilens 
Jangmnem fudiſſe , never to have ſhed his peoples blood. Clemency 
1sa Vertue, ſometimes of as great policy as piety, becauſe it begers 
Love, and Love breeds Loyalty , commands the very Soul, .and lays 
the body at the Feet of the obliger ; Mercy kind{es Fire and Zeal in 
the hearts of Subjects. Pity and Toleration as they make the Obli- 
2ation of the offenders greater, ſo 1t makes them repent to have 
offended him, whohath io obliged them, the reaſon is infallibltein all 
noble Spirits , Fidelems ſs putaverts , facies , believe and you make a 
faithful friend , for the true Gallant Soul ever accounts it the g eateſt 
injury to be diftruſted, : | 


q: 
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The poor-Rgwan (atholicks upon theſe grounds , hope that their 
ancient and tryed patience and fidelity, ſhall fo move His 'MajeRty , 
and thoſe that he has fetat the Stern to: govern affairs \ that they 
ſhall be now refretht andeas'd, as they may with a breath,and that they 
may findat laſt the warmth and comfort of the Sun-ſhine again in 
England, and that their humble ſupplications ſhall be granted , ſub- 
ſcnib'd with the ſervices of ſo many honorable perſons, and fign'd 
with the blood of fo many of their Martyrs : That though we meet 
them not in Churches, we may yet meet them cheerfully in our Mat- 
kets ; for though they differ from us in Religion, they will agree well 
with us in Obedience; their bodies will be ever at His Majelties com- 
mand , if we do but leave their ſouls to God : and all this happineſs 
both to them and us, 1 can no'way deſpair of, if your Lordſhip pleaſe 
to become their Interceflor , in whoſe great Breaſt, compaſſion ever 
kept the higheſt ſeat, as it became 1t beſt: and be confident my 
Lord, that the obtaining of this lawful favour and Tolleration for 
. theſe poor afflited Souls, will be a work equal in glory, to any of 
your Lordſhips moſt illuſtrious Actions, and will raiſe you up, by your 
Charity , ſo many degrees higher towards heaven , as ere& eternal 
Trophies to your Honour upon earth, and thoſe as great, as ever were, 
or can be written in the Records of Fame. And fo as His Majeſty 
came unto the Helm , and aſcended the Throne of theſe Kingdoms 
with Triumph, Glory and Applauſe , He ſhall end the (araſtrophe of 
his days, with the general Plawdite of the whole world : Nay, all this 
will follow beſides , as the fruits and effects of His Majeſties good- 
neſs towards the poor Reman Carbolicks , Peace within j and Honour 
without ; Love at home , Reſpect abroad ; and fo' ſhall be made a 
concord of diſcords, an union of diviſions, and a religious contention 
on all ſides , for devotion and a good life ; for peaceable converſa- 
tion , obedience to Magiſtrates, excellency of Learning , who ſhall 
do moſt good in the State, and deſerve the prize ; and ſuch an Extopia 
can onely His Majeſty make in Ezgland , who will deſerve the Ohve 
branches for Mercy, Peace and Goodneſs, as well as the Laurel, for 
Victory, Wiſdome, Government and Conſtancy ( the Croyn of all:) 


ſo I beſeech your Lordſhip to accept and pardon this preſumption , | 


and continue your favours to 
| (MY LORD) 


June x7. £ 2 | 
1661, Your Lordſhps moſt obedient Servant , 


]. H. 


| 


UMI 


POSTSCRIPT. 


MY LORD, | 


M; haſt had almoſt made me overpaſs one very conſiderable ſcruple, 
that I have heard frequently injeed, to the prejudice of that pooy 
oppreſt Party ; which 1s, that they did only ſerve His am in the 
late War , 1n their own defence , and came to the King witha Cum 
nemini , &c. 4s they ſay. On the contrary , I can % on my own 
knowledge, that they were extremely courted by thar Presbyterian Par- 
lament, and proffer'd the perfeSt abolitton of the Penal Laws , ſo they 
world fide nd 6 aol and effettively proſecute their Rebellion. It was 
not therefore Intereſt but (onſcience, that engaged them in His e Ma- 
jeſties Cauſe. «And truly upon the matter, ut may be ſaid, that they 
fers'd His Majeſty , whether he wonld or no , for they could obtain no 
Commiſſion at all from him , till a Commiſſion granted to one of thens, 
by name Sir Arth, Aſhton , from the Rebell Party, was produced : And 
then His Majeſty thought fit , not to ſcruple the commiſſionating of 
any of them; all this, my Lord, is kzown truth,wh,ch your Lordſhip may 
pleaſe to acecpt likewiſe from 


CMY LORD) 
Your Lordſhips moſt Devoted 


Humble Servant , 


